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HE DESIGN MOVEMENT THAT 
spanned the World Wars has always been 
one of the most popular visual styles in re-
cent history, but it seems that now more 
than ever clothing collectors are prepared 
to part with small fortunes for 1920s lamé 
shawls; costume jewellery admirers are 
clamouring for their next scarab adorned 
flapper necklace, and furniture aficionados 
are travelling the globe to find the most 
evocative chrome and glass masterpiece. 
This is perhaps due to the influence of 
television and film (who doesn’t love the 
Peaky Blinders wardrobe?) or current and 

upcoming exhibitions such as the V&A’s 
‘Ocean Liners: Speed and Style’ (see page 
17). However, the upsurge in admiration for 
Deco is most likely due to its mass appeal 
– the geometric patterns and stylish colour 
palettes are pleasing to most eyes. 

At the close of the First World War it 
was irrefutably clear that life for all had 
been turned upside down. There was a 
mass desire to wave goodbye to all re-
minders of pre-1914 and look towards a 
bright and exciting future, not only socially 
and politically, but culturally too. Out of this 
need, the Art Deco movement was born. 

Clean lines, stylised motifs and a hint of the 
exotic typified the look and it permeated 
all aspects of design, including architecture, 
transportation and jewellery. 

Costume jewellery is where we can 
particularly witness the most exciting and 
varied representations of the Deco genre, 
as manufacturers working with cheaper 
materials could afford to be a lot more ex-
perimental than the fine jewellers. 

In an effort to move away from the 
shock of war, the early 1920s became an 
era of conspicuous decadence and lux-
ury. Therefore, sparkling paste and white 
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Lovely 20s plastic, 
glass and gilt metal 
necklace with its 
original case

Silver Egyptian 
Revival brooch

Glitzy paste 
geometric design 
bracelet

Metal and glass 
bracelet - perfect 
for the flapper

Glass bugle bead 
necklace, which has 
an obvious Chinese 
influence

Egyptian influenced 
necklace in gilt 
metal and enamel

Unusual shaped 
celluloid and paste 
necklace on chainT metal jewels were highly popular during 

the period, because they gave a look of 
great wealth. To meet the demand for lav-
ish paste creations, the 1920s saw great in-
novations in stone cutting and setting, with 
baguettes and square cuts developed to suit 
angular designs. Companies, such as Trifari 
in the USA and Burma in France, cham-
pioned white jewellery in the Deco era. 

A recurrent theme in most Art Deco 
design is colour contrast, and this espe-
cially influenced the field of jewellery. In 
the early 20s, an idea termed ‘demi-deuil’ 
(half-mourning), featuring only black and 

white spread throughout the fashion world. 
This style was used to great effect in 
lengthy necklaces (sautoirs) created from 
crystal, rhinestones, plastics and jet, and 
German manufacturers DRGM used the 
newly fashionable restricted colour palette 
in great abundance.

In addition to great transformations in 
culture, the inter-war years saw changes in 
the attitudes and behaviour of people too. 
Women affected by war became eager to 
live in the moment and had learned not to 
be reliant upon men. This new independ-
ence and activeness was reflected in their 

clothing and beauty and therefore, their 
jewellery had to evolve too. 

The fashion for short, cropped hair re-
sulted in the increased popularity of ear-
rings, especially drop examples of great 
lengths. The new love for dancing the 
Charleston and engaging in sports led to 
dresses with minimal tailoring that allowed 
for movement. These dresses had no 
sleeves, which fostered a trend for stacking 
bracelets of varying shapes and sizes. 

Reflective of a need for unity after the 
war had torn communities apart, an al-
lusion to countries across the globe was 

Chunky coloured glass and gilt metal bracelet

Early Trifari brooch, sold by Asprey
Drop earrings were all the rage 
as seen with these baguette cut 
rhinestone examples

Paste and black 
enamel bar brooch

Silver Egyptian 
Revival brooch

f a s h i o n

THERE IS A FASCINATION WITH ALL THINGS ART DECO 
CURRENTLY SWEEPING THE VINTAGE WORLD. 

GEMMA REDMOND EXPLAINS WHY
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Red glass and 
paste geometric 
pendant necklace

The 1920s saw great innovations in stone cutting and
setting as seen in this paste and silver brooch

Paste and white 
metal gave a look 
of great weaith, 
as seen in this 
geometric brooch

Manufacturers DRGM used a 
restricted colour palette in great 
abundance, as seen in this rhinestone 
and chrome plated bracelet

Long rhinestone and French
jet necklace (sautoir)

Rhinestone and faux 
pearl necklace

another feature of Deco jewellery design. 
Chinese art was a source of endless inspira-
tion too, with the newly pioneered celluloid 
being fashioned into pieces that resembled 
jade and tasselled necklaces being created 
akin those worn by East Asian high society. 

The excavation of Tutankhamun’s tomb 
in 1922 also proved inspiring to jewellers 
and motifs associated with Ancient Egypt 

were an extremely popular form of orna-
mentation. 

It is interesting to note that the Art Deco 
era takes its name from the ‘Exposition des 
Art Décoratifs et Industrielles Modernes’ 
held in Paris in 1925. This event was held 
to celebrate the movement, and jewellers, 
both fine and costume, were some of its 
most prolific exhibitors. This means that 

there’s an abundance of 1920s jewellery out 
there to be found. 

Enjoy these pieces, they are more than 
just accessories, their design and materials 
reflect a hope for a brighter tomorrow.ve

 

Sparkling geometric paste broochGreen coloured glass and gilt metal bracelet

Gemma Redmond is a vintage costume jewellery 
specialist and owner of an online boutique. She 
sells her collection at antiques and vintage fairs 
across the UK. www.gemmaredmondvintage.com

Pretty celluloid and rhinestone brooch
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